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Glossary of Key Terms

Ableism – A belief system that sees persons with  
disabilities as being less worthy of respect and  
consideration, less able to contribute and participate, or 
of less inherent value than others.

Anti-Black Racism – Policies and practices rooted in 
Canadian institutions such as education, health care, and 
justice that mirror and reinforce beliefs, attitudes,  
prejudice, stereotyping and/or discrimination towards 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

Ontario Human Rights Code – The Ontario Human Rights 
Code is a provincial law that gives everybody equal rights 
and opportunities without discrimination in areas such as 
jobs, housing and education. The Code’s goal is to prevent 
discrimination and harassment because of race, sex,  
disability and age, to name a few of the 17 grounds. All 
other Ontario laws must agree with the Code.

• Separate School Rights: Under section 93 of the 
Charter, Catholics in Ontario have a constitutionally 
protected right to religious education, which is also  
preserved in section 19 of the Ontario Human Rights 
Code. Court decisions confirm public funding of  
Catholic education, Catholic moral and religious  
instruction and hiring regulations for Catholic teachers. 

• Ontario Human Rights Code: protections extend 


